
 

 

 South Florida Water Management District 
 Regulatory Peer Review Forum 
 February 13, 2004 
 1pm-3pm 
 
 SUMMARY 
 
Attendees: 
 
Jay Foy............................... Stormwater J Engineering, Inc. 
Howard Searcy................... LBFH, Inc. 
Patrick Martin ..................... Lake Worth Drainage District 
Ken Todd............................ Palm Beach County 
Dan Clark............................ LBFH 
Gerry Ward......................... Ward Engineering 
Ron Kaufman ..................... Quore Property Sciences 
Craig Kidwell ...................... Quore Property Sciences 
John Yeend ........................ JS Yeend, Inc. 
Hian C. Kor......................... K-F Group 
Randy Hillburn.................... Mock Roos & Associates 
Jordan Nichols.................... Higgins Engineering 
Marc Fermanian ................. CRJ Associates 
Suelynn Dignard................. SFWMD - Coastal Ecosystems Division 
Susan Martin ...................... SFWMD - Office of Counsel 
Ashley Foster ..................... SFWMD - Office of Counsel 
Anita Bain ........................... SFWMD - Environmental Resource Compliance Division 
Maria Clemente.................. SFWMD -  Environmental Resource Compliance Division 
Anne Roth .......................... SFWMD - Regulatory Information Management Division 
Terrie Bates........................ SFWMD - Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
Damon Meiers.................... SFWMD - Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
Ralph Fanson..................... SFWMD - Environmental Resource Regulation Staff 
Elizabeth Marshall .............. SFWMD - Everglades Stormwater Division 
 
 
 
1. Opening remarks and review of previous meeting minutes (Damon Meiers) 
 Mr. Meiers opened the meeting.  Group members commented that the e-transmittal 
of Forum-related documents was working well. 
 
 There were no comments about the minutes of the previous meeting. 
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 Mr. Meiers announced that the pre-application meeting form was finalized and 
available on the District web site. [See Attachment 1.]  Mr. Ward asked about the status of 
the process for combining all the elements.  Mr. Meiers said the meeting requestor’s notes 
would be entered into a database. 
 
 Mr. Searcy asked how the lead District people would be identified.  Mr. Meiers 
pointed out that a list of names was in the handout.  Mr. Ward asked how the District’s 
notes would become part of the record.  Mr. Meiers said the goal was to combine all the 
notes into a single set which would be entered into the database. 
 
 Mr. Foy observed that major agreements (for example, the groundwater table 
elevation) would have to be well-documented. There was a discussion of the need for 
people at the proper decision-making level to be present. 
 
 Ms. Marshall and Mr. Fanson made a computer-aided presentation about the word-
searchable Volume IV presently nearing completion.  All materials which precede the 
yellow tab, plus the design examples and the Index, will be word-searchable.  Associated 
figures will not be word-searchable, but since they are cited in text, can be located.  The 
CD face will feature a tan center band and the words “Includes December 2003 Updates”.  
[See Attachment 2.]  The word-searchable document will take up considerably less 
memory than the present version. 
 
2.  C-51 Basin Study Update (Suelynn Dignard) 
 Ms. Dignard reported that the final Deliverable #3 was received from TBE and 
accepted by the District in mid-December.  The report is posted on the C-51 web-site. 
 
3. C-51 Basin Rulemaking Update (Damon Meiers) 
 Mr. Meiers announced the following key dates: 
 * March Board:  approve initiation of rule development 
 * April 29:  first public workshop from 9am to 12noon in the Storch Room 
 
 He said there were no anticipated major text changes, and distributed copies of 
the present draft of the strike-through underlined text of Rule 40E-41.263, F.A.C., [See 
Attachment 3] the only text staff has determined needs amending so far, plus figures 
41-8 and 41-9 will be amended. 
 
 Mr. Foy observed that the ½ inch dry pretreatment requirement would be 
extended from just the Western C-51 Basin to the entire C-51 Basin.  Mr. Meiers 
explained that change was made as one way to improve the quality of runoff into the 
Lake Worth Lagoon. 
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 Mr. Meiers pointed out that, in 40E-41.263(2), F.A.C., the FEMA maps were 
being deleted.  Mr. Nichols said the coastal areas needed those maps.  There was a 
general discussion of FEMA maps in Palm Beach County.  It was decided the reference 
to the FEMA maps would be added back in the rule.  There was a general discussion of 
using a discharge coefficient of 65 throughout the East Basin. 
 
 Mr. Todd - in a continuation of a subject raised by Laurent Van Cott at previous 
meetings - reported that Palm Beach County was contracting with an outside consultant 
to generate a set of interim discharge coefficients.  Mr. Todd proposed to bring the 
results to the Peer Group.  He said the study would take a couple of months.  Mr. 
Searcy suggested the C-51 Study Sub-group might be a better venue for a first 
presentation.  Mr. Todd agreed. 
 
 There was a general discussion of how to deal with unbuilt permitted projects or 
sections of projects. 
 Mr. Ward asked if there presently was any language in 40E-41 about protecting 
Lake Worth Lagoon.  Mr. Meiers said there was not, but the District wanted to improve 
the quality of runoff into the Lagoon. 
 
 There was a general discussion of dropping dry detention as a method for 
improving water quality, and of the difficulty small projects in particular would have 
meeting water quality requirements if dry detention were not allowed. 
 
 Mr. Meiers said rulemaking could be initiated as early as the May or June 2004 
Governing Board meetings, but that adoption and the consequent effective dates were 
dependent on when STA 1E met the permit criteria for it. 
 
 Mr. Foy said the District should delete the entire C-51 Basin Rule. 
 
 There was a general discussion of the process for setting the effective date and 
the factors which could affect it.  Ms. Martin advised that the best approach would be to 
defer initiating rule-making until the likely date for STA 1E becoming fully operation was 
known.   
 
 Mr. Foy raised concerns about the L-8 Basin.  They are presented in Attachment 
4, Mr. Foy’s February 17 letter to Mr. Fanson.   There was discussion that the L-8 Basin 
was not intended to discharge to the C-51 Basin after STA 1-E was operational.  This 
issue had been discussed previously in many different forums.  Mr. Meiers said he 
would raise the issue again with the Operations staff. 
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4. Scripps Expedited Permit Update (Damon Meiers) 
 A new site design by the county came out today.  There would be a meeting at the 
District this afternoon to discuss the design.  Pre-application documents are scheduled to 
be filed about February 27, with agencies meeting in early March. 
 
 A letter had gone to the County from District Deputy Executive Director Chip 
Merriam, in which the District’s major requirements were set forth.  These include the 
ability to convey up to 1000 cfs through the Scripps site.  Palm Beach County is including 
a flow way that averages 750 feet wide with a minimum width of 500 feet.  
 
 There was a discussion of impacts to the C-18.  The District’s requirements are 
basically incorporated in the plan.  There was a discussion of the capacities of some 
elements of the plan.  Mr. Ward said he had heard comments that the plan needs more 
external input. 
 
 Scripps would occupy about 100 acres, with the rest of the site devoted to related 
companies, residential, schools, etc.  There was a general discussion of the connection to 
the adjoining Vavrus property and the North County Airport. 
 
5. Basis of Review Water Quality Treatment Criteria Discussion Related to 
 Sensitive Receiving Water Bodies (Damon Meiers) 
 The Conservancy of Southwest Florida initiated a challenge of the District’s water 
quality criteria as applied to permits on the West Coast.  The consequences will be on-
going for some time. 
 
 Ms. Bates said the challenge was that the District was not enforcing the present 
criteria in the ERP BOR.  Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has 
prepared a list of impaired west coast water bodies. In due time, there will be a similar 
list for the east coast. 
 
 The District has begun meeting with west coast environmental groups to develop 
additional BMP’s which, if adopted through rulemaking, could become presumptive 
criteria.  Mr. Foy named several parameters that would be virtually impossible to deal 
with if the criteria were not presumptive. 
 
 Ms. Bates said a state-wide nutrients standards group was setting values for 
natural water bodies and canals.  There were hopes some guidance on retrofitting for 
quality might also be produced.  There was a general discussion of the term “impaired 
water body”. 
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 Ms. Bates said the District probably would soon both create a Lower West Coast 
Basin Rule and update District-wide water quality criteria. 
 
 There was general discussion of these topics: 
 
 * sources of pollution and the importance of retrofit; 
 * possibility of regional retrofit approaches; 
 * various devices which might improve water quality and the absence of  
  data about them; 
 * pesticides in the Homestead area; and 
 * relationship of TMDL’s to present (and any proposed) District criteria. 
 
 Ms. Bates reported that in January the Governing Board created a Regulatory 
Committee which will meet as needed to explore regulatory issues in detail. 
 
 Ms. Bates reported that staff will resume issuing Standard General ERP’s for two 
CERP areas:  the C-51 ASR Study Area and the Lake Okeechobee ASR Study Area. 
 
 Ms. Bates reported that a single state-wide ERP e-permitting portal was being 
developed by DEP and the water management districts.  Sources of funding are being 
sought.  There was a discussion of the Corps of Engineers’ similar processes and of 
changing Form 0971. 
 
 Ms. Bates announced that the District will be mass-mailing a letter asking for the 
e-mail addresses of those persons interested in or affected by District permit staff 
reports, in anticipation of the District being able to distribute the reports electronically.  
There was a discussion of making old staff reports electronically-accessible, and the 
attendant funding and staff workload problems. 
 
6. Next Meeting date/topics/adjournment 
 Mr. Meiers announced that items 2 and 3 on the agenda of this meeting would be 
combined at the next meeting.  Items 4 and 5 would also be on the April 2 agenda. 
 
 Mr. Meiers said Alan Hall would attend the April 29 C-51 Basin Rule public 
workshop. 
 
 There was a brief discussion of the public’s ability to enter and move around in 
the Gun Club Road Campus buildings. 
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 In response to a question, Ms. Bates said a discussion about updating the WPA 
maps should occur at a later time when some of the CERP projects are operational. 
 
 The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 2, 2004, at 10am in the Rogers 
Conference Room. 

 
 The meeting adjourned at about 2:50pm.  

 
 

c: H. Dean - Executive Director 
 C. Wehle - Assistant Executive Director 
 S. Wood - District General Counsel 
 C. Merriam - Deputy Executive Director - Water Resources 
 A. Sewell - Media and Community Relations 
 T. Bates - Director - ERR 
 Environmental Resource Regulation Division Directors 
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